i7o         LOUIS NAPOLEON AT THE ELYS^E.

peror is such that he would at any moment lay down
his life for him and for his dynasty, was constantly
at the Elysde; for to him had been intrusted the
task of effecting an honourable retreat, in case of an
adverse turn of circumstances. His duty it would
have been, had the day gone against the President,
to have collected the household, and to have
conducted the Prince, with all the troops that
were faithful, to the palace of the Tuileries,
where the active leaders were determined to make
a last stand, and succeed, or perish with arms
in their hands. This was the only alternative
proposed; no preparations had been made for
flight; no horses and carriages kept ready, no
money had been sent to foreign countries, and
nothing had been packed up to be carried off at
a moment's notice. There was a firm resolve that
death or victory was to be the result of this great
enterprise.

In the course of the first day, I paid a visit
to an old comrade, that distinguished officer Sir
de Lacy Evans, who had just come to Paris, and
was residing in the Place de la Madeleine; the con-
versation naturally turned on the events passing
before our eyes, and the General expressed much
satisfaction at the apparent promptitude with which
the affair had been carried out; for we believed
that public tranquillity had not been disturbed.
He observed that the enemies of the Prince-
President had brought the whole thing upon them-
selves, by their shameful treatment of the chief
of the state; adding, that he felt persuaded that
if Louis Napoleon would give the people a liberal
constitution, which should include the freedom ofcourage.
